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LAWS of MARY LAUN D.

V. and be it enatted, That the faid regifter of wills thall be obliged to attend
on the Tuefdays and Saturdays in every week, at the city, town or place, where
the county courts are held, unlefs prevented by ficknefs or other unavoidable ac-.
cident or neceflity, for the difpatch of all bufinefs that may come before him rela-
tive to the eftates of perfons deceafed ; and alfo fhall be obliged to lodge all ori-
ginal papérs, and all records by him made up, in a repofitory in the court-houfc
of the county of which he is regifter, which faid repofitory fhall be provided by
the juftices of the county courts at the expence of their counties refpectively.

VI. Qnp be it enafted, That the regifter of wills in each county, before he
a&s as fuch, fhall take the oath of allegiance and fidelity to this ftate, before one
of the juftices of the peace for the faid county, and alfo an oath of office in the
following words ¢ “ I, A. B. make oath, on the holy evangels of Almighty God,
¢ that I will diligently and faithfully execute the office of regifter of wills within
‘¢ the county of according to the beft of my fkill and judgment. So help
“ me God;” and fhall fign a declaration of his belief in the chriftian religion,
and alfo give bond, with two good and fufficient fecurities, in the penal fum of
two thoufand pounds currency, payable to this ftate, conditioned for the faithful
performance of his faid office of regifter of wills; which bond fhall be taken and
fecurities approved by the juftice of peace before whom the oath is made, as
aforefaid, and fhall be by him returned, together with a certificate of the oath
aforefaid having been taken, to the next orphans ceurt to be held for faid county,
and there entered upon record, and the original carefully kept by the prefiding
judge of faid court.

VII. Gnd be it enafted, That the faid juftices, or any three or more of them,
thall caufe a feal to be made for their feveral counties, and fhall proceed by way
of fummons, attachment and diftrefs, to compel all perfons to attend ; and after
decree or judgment pafled, and copy thereof ferved on the defendant, fhall and
may proceed by procefs of attachment or of execution on the faid decree, or judge-
ment againft the perfon, goods, chattels, lands and tenements, of the defendant or
defendants, to compel performance of faid decree or judgment.

VIII. 8nb be it enafted, That where fummons fhall iffue by order of faid
court, the fame fhall be direCted to the fheriff or coroner of the county, as the
cafe may require ; and if two non ¢ffs be returned on fuch fummons, it thall and
may be lawful for the juftices of faid court, and they are hereby authorifed and
required, on application of the party or parties at whofe inftance fuch fummons
iffued, his, her or their agent or-attorney, to order attachment againft the goods,
chattels, lands and tenements, of fuch perfon or perfons againft whom two 7oz /s
have been returned, and fhall caufe the fame goods, chattels, lands and tenements,
or fo much thereof as may be attached, to ‘be put into the hands of fequeftrators,
until the party or parties fhall think proper to appear, either perfonally or by at-
torney, and give good {ecurity to abide the order or judgment of faid court on
hearing the canfe. B - -

IX. dnd be it enaited, That where either.of the parties concerned in intereft
require the fame, it fhall and may: belawful for the faid juftices of the orphans
courts, or any three or more of them, and they are hereby required, to dire& a ple-
nary proceeding by libel and anfwer on oath, and thall take depofitions in writing,
and call a jury of twelve frecholders of faid county to their affiftance, by warrant
to the fheriff of the county, who fhall’ fummon- and return a panmel of twenty
frecholders, who fhall attend under the fame penalty as:for non-attendance on the
county courts, for the determination of all contefted faéts, in cafe the parties, or
either of them, require a jury to be called ; and fhall dire& an iffue to be tried,
and thall have power to give a decree or judgment on the verdit or hearing with-
out jury trial, and 2lfo award cofts to the party, libellant or refpondent, who fhall
in their opinion be entitled thereto. + ¢ . . ’ R :

X. Provioed alwarg, and be it cna&eﬁ, That bothing herein contained thall
deprive the parties, plaintitf or complainant, or either of them, of an eleion in
: o ~all




